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The Honorable Ryan Zinke 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior  
1849 C Street NW,  
Washington, DC 20240 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
S-230, US Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
S-221, US Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
House of Representatives 
H-232, US Capitol 
Washington D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Democratic Leader 
House of Representatives 
H-204, US Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515

 
March 1, 2017 
 
 
Dear Secretary Zinke, Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Mr. Speaker and Madam Leader:  
 
As people of Mormon faith, we are asking that you support and maintain the national monument designation of 
the ‘Bears Ears’ region in Utah. We urge you to reject any proposal to repeal it or change its boundaries. 
 
Bears Ears is special place that shares the heritage of some of the early pioneers of the early LDS faith. 
Mormons first traveled to the Bears Ears region in the late 19th century. The San Juan Mission expedition 
sought to establish a new settlement in what we now know as Bluff, Utah. The pioneers were responding to the 
plan of President Brigham Young, who had called on Mormons to establish communities throughout the West. 
They smoothed sections of the rock surface and built dugways along their route. Carved rock inscriptions, 
trails, corrals, and cabins give us insight into the lives of prospectors, ranchers, and early archeologists. These 
features are still visible today as signs of their journey.  
 
Furthermore, our LDS faith guides us to respect the beliefs and religious practices of other cultures, especially 
those closest to us. We as a religious community maintain the collective memory of LDS religious persecution 
and forced migration. We seek to be partners in healing the legacy of religious persecution and displacement 
anywhere it has happened – including among our Native American brothers and sisters. We understand that 
Native Americans hold their faith histories to be sacred, just as we do ours. Given the degradation of over one 
hundred thousand sacred ancestral dwellings & artifacts of the five tribes of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal 
Coalition, and given our nation's history of broken treaties with these tribes, the extermination raids, the 
collective trauma from 53 forced marches of the Dine during the years of the Long Walk, and the decades of 
brutal acculturation methods imposed by our institutions, it is imperative that their ancestral lands continue to 
be protected as a national monument under the advice of the tribes of the Bears Ears region.   
 
Lastly, LDS people share a reverence for our earthly existence, and all of God’s creations. We are aware of the 
many LDS scriptures that admonish us to be good stewards over the earth and protect the purity of our air, 
water and soil.  
 
For these reasons, we ask you to respect our desire, the desire of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition, and 
many other major tribes across our nation, in upholding the new Bears Ears National Monument. We ask you to 
reject any attempt to repeal or diminish the National Monument.  
 
We are thrilled that this spectacular & sacred land of the Bears Ears region will be protected for future 
generations!  
 
With gratitude & highest regard, 
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UTAH 
 
Ty Markham 
Chair, Mormon Environmental Stewardship 
Alliance 
Torrey, Utah 
 
Mr. Brady L. Robbins 
Sunday School Teacher 
Midvale, Utah 
Union Ward  
 
Kate Anderson 
Solar Professional, mother of two 
Murray, Utah 
 
Taylor C. Blair 
Undergraduate Student 
Orem, Utah 
 
Paul F. Justham 
High Priest 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Salt Lake Parleys 5th 
 
Ryan D. Curtis 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Ms. Lynn Zaritsky 
Member, Mt. Pleasant Sixth Ward 
Mount Pleasant, Utah 
 
Madison Pearce 
Student, Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 
 
Gary Thornock 
Provo, Utah 
 
Nathanael Sato 
Sunday School teacher 
Jackson Ward 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Meridith Buehner 
Primary chorister, rock climber, child of God 
Sandy, Utah 
 
Karin Richens 
Primary Teacher 
Murray, Utah 
 
Kimberly Graham 
Sunday School Teacher 
Lundstrom Park 1st 
Logan, Utah 

 
Ms. Gabrielle Roh 
Spanish branch Primary teacher 
Winder 19th 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Loren Brewer 
LDS member 
Taylorsville, Utah 
 
Karen Froerer 
Biology teacher, mother, relief society teacher 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Sarah Hatch Pollard 
14-15 year old Sunday School Teacher 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
  
Dustin J. Erickson 
Granite View Ward 
Sandy, Utah 
 
Rachel Whipple 
Mormon mom and voter 
Provo, Utah 
 
Lynn Nichols, MBA 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Joel R. Green and Cherri Green 
Branch Councilor 
Monument Park Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
 
Charity Keyes 
Young Women’s 2nd Counselor 
Mt. Ogden Ward 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Russell Palmer 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Robyn Green 
Primary Teacher 
Colonial Hills Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Allison Regan 
Family History Consultant 
Kaysville, Utah 
 
Robyn Amis 
Prison Institute Instructor / Temple Worker 
Silver Mesa Ward 
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Sandy, Utah 
 
Robert Aagard, MD 
Assistant Scoutmaster 
Highland 7th 
Highland, Utah 
 
Chantal Dolan 
Relief Society pianist 
Northridge Ward 
Sandy, Utah 
 
Gary Ray 
Elders Quorum Instructor 
River 4th Ward 
West Jordan, Utah 
 
Nicole L. Bay 
Linguistics Instructor, Youth Goal Setting Advisor 
Provo, Utah 
 
Benjamin Bay 
Student 
Provo, Utah 
 
Lacey Parr 
Youth Sunday School Teacher 
Orem, Utah 
 
Dr. Jennie Bingham 
Stake Primary Secretary, Sunset Provo Stake; 
Assistant Clinical Professor at BYU 
Provo, Utah 
 
Melanie White 
Relief Society Compassionate Service 
Wasatch 3 
Cottonwood Heights, Utah 
 
Erin Langford 
Family History Consultant 
Oquirrh Lake 8th 
South Jordan, Utah 
 
Sherilyn Olsen 
Speaker/Author 
8th Ward 
South Ogden, Utah 
 
Julie Iefgren 
Young women’s camp director 
Centerville, Utah 
 
Twila Bird 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Barbara Blackmer 
Teacher 
Murray, Utah 

 
Jared Park 
Provo, Utah 
 
Rebecca Holt Stay 
LDS Church European Area Refugee Coordinator 
Salem 7 
Salem, Utah 
 
S. Wilson 
Devout LDS member 
Utah 
 
Amber Jones 
Engineer, Relief Society Secretary, Outdoor 
Enthusiast 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Tanner Jones 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Marsha McLean 
Fort Union 6th Ward 
Midvale, Utah 
 
Sarah Appel 
Outdoor Enthusiast/Lover of History 
Provo City 2nd 
Provo, Utah 
 
Chris Rufus Sweeny 
Mapelton, Utah 
 
Jared Meek 
Student, President of BYU Earth Stewardship 
Provo, Utah 
 
M. Pearce 
6th Ward 
Blanding, Utah 
 
Jeannie Hubbard 
Huntsville, Utah 
 
Grant Sunada 
Woods Cross, Utah 
 
Kevin Wheeler 
Hurricane, Utah 
 
Brooklyn Johnson 
Emigration Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
 
Nels Nichols 
Ensign 1st 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Karley Bates 
Youth Sunday School Teacher & Jr High Health 
Teacher 
Jefferson Ward 
Murray, Utah 
 
Marci Parker 
Cubmaster in the Utah National Parks Council 
Spanish Fields 1st 
Spanish Fork, UT 
 
Matt Anderson 
12th 
Hurricane, Utah 
 
Peggy A. Barker 
H.S. Teacher 
Fruitland Ward 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Rick Gigger 
American Fork, Utah 
 
Jonathan Burton 
Gospel Pincipals Teacher 
Orem, Utah 
 
Bryan & Linda PoVey 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Sarah PoVey 
Ogden YSA 3rd 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Lynda PoVey 
Washington Terrace, Utah 
 
Noelle Maki 
Member 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Travis Lovell 
Orem, Utah 
 
Mr. Robert Giles 
Parowan, Utah 
 
Mica Sloan 
Bonneville YSA 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Michelle Corry 
Canyon View 
Highland, Utah 
 
 
Lee Ann Young 
Forestview 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
Wendy S. Wyatt 
4th 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Mr. RJ Davenport 
Boy Scout Leader 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Dr. Kent Udell 
Resident of Southern Utah near Bears Ears 
Castle Valley, Utah 
 
Ms. AiNing Hsu 
Murray, Utah 
 
Mr. Bryan L. PoVey 
Sunday School Teacher 
Ogden, Utah 
 
Robyn Laura Jorgensen 
Clearfield 5th Ward 
Clearfield, Utah 
 
Tom Millar 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Connor Hansell 
Butler 12th Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Joan T. Lind 
Citizen who cares deeply for the environment 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Jeff Hadfield 
Sandy, Utah 
 
Sorn Dahl Simonsen 
Primary Teacher 
Parleys Sixth Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Mrs. Carol Wayment 
Retired Accountant 
Roy North Park Ward 
Roy, Utah 
 
Jim Smith 
Lakeshore Ward 
Syracuse, Utah 
 
Dale Cressman 
University Professor 
Oakview Ward, Spanish Fork 
Provo, Utah 
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Tammy Clemens 
Laurel Teacher and compassionate service board 
member 
Ben Lomond 11th Ward 
Ogden, Utah 
 
April McDonald          
Holladay 27th 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Michael B. Rhodes 
Primary Teacher, Temple Ordinance Worker 
Brigham City First Ward 
Brigham City, Utah 
 
Georgia Allen, APRN 
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner 
Riverton 6th Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Bonnie Kaye Varga Cooper 
Relief Society 2nd Counselor 
Rose Park 1st Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
James R. Hampton 
Sandy, Utah 
 
 
Kim M. Horiuchi 
Butler 18th Ward, Butler Ward 
Cottonwood Heights, Utah 
 
Mrs. Alta Halez 
Young Woman’s Leader 
Parley’s 6th 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Lee Anne Walker, JD 
Long term, unpaid, political activist 
Wasatch 5th 
Cottonwood Heights, Utah 
 
Robert Michael Barton 
Primary Teacher 
Stratford Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Ms. Carly Huchendorf 
Provo, Utah 
 
Bennett Gleave 
Ward Clerk 
BYU YSA 10th Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Beth Johnson  
Centerville 20th Ward 
Centerville, Utah 

 
Dr. Warner Woodworth 
MBA Professor & Author 
21st Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Natasha Hincks 
North Salt Lake, Utah 
 
Becky Heiss 
Gospel Doctrine teacher 
21st Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Kirk C. Robinson 
Executive Director, Western Wildlife Conservancy 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Kathryn Albury 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Mark Thomas 
Valley View 9th Ward, North Holladay Stake 
Holladay, Utah 
 
Rachel Gilman 
Graduate student, Sunday school teacher 
Provo, Utah 
 
Savannah Clawson 
Provo, Utah 
 
Kathleen Christensen 
BYU Employee 
Edgemont 11th  
Utah 
 
Dr. and Mrs. Greg and Linda Clark 
Professors who value learning new things 
Oak Hills 6th Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Bryn Watkins 
Provo, Utah 
 
Shyra Jorgensen 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Jaron Peck  
Pleasant Grove, Utah 
 
Barry M. Smith 
Olympus 5th Ward 
Holladay, Utah 
 
Kerrie Baughman 
Gospel Doctrine teacher 
Winder 4th Ward 
Millcreek, Utah 
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Dr. David Folland 
Pediatrician 
Sandy, Utah 
 
Ana Patricia Mattson 
Cub Scout Den Leader and Nature Lover 
Chappel Valley 1st – Lehi South Stake 
Lehi, Utah 
 
Amanda Florence Berg 
Activity Days Leader and RM 
Winder 2nd 
Holladay, Utah 
 
Heather Williams-Young 
Provo, Utah 
 
Anita Coyle 
Farmington, Utah 
 
Roger Pate 
Orem, Utah 
 
Beth Francis  
Aspen Meadows 2nd 
Spanish Fork, Utah 
 
Sarah Harman 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Pam Mellor 
Lehi, Utah 
 
Ron Hellstern  
Nibley 3rd 
Nibley, Utah 
 
G. Wendy Bell 
Respecter of earth 
Pleasant View Third Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Alice Barnes 
Relief Society Counselor 
20th Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Dr. James W. Thompson 
Ward Executive Secretary  
East Millcreek 4th Ward 
Millcreek City, Utah 
 
Rebecca Charlton 
North Logan 3rd Ward 
Logan, Utah 
 
Anne Thomas 
BYU student 

Provo YSA 3rd 
Provo, Utah 
 
Mr. Daniel R. Kent 
Friends of the Abajos 
Moab, Utah 
 
Benjamin Burt 
Columbia, Maryland 
 
Kay Green 
Bonneville 4th Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Tammy Reque 
Nursery Leader  
29th Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Carlee Schmidt 
BYU student 
Provo YSA 136th  
Provo, Utah 
 
James Gardner  
Organist 
11th ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Kristen Clifford 
Hyland Lake Ward 
Murray, Utah 
 
Zina Bennion 
Springville, Utah 
 
Barbara J. Crawford 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Sarah Callaway  
Oak Hills 9th Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Lee Udall Bennion  
60 year old primary teacher 
Spring City First Ward 
Spring City, Utah 
 
Joseph Wood Bennion 
Hole in the Rock Pioneer Descendant 
Spring City First 
Utah 
 
Erin Armstrong-Wright  
Murray, Utah 
 
Linda Hoffman Kimball 
Woodland Ward, Kamas 
Woodland, Utah 
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Katie Priederman 
Provo, Utah 
 
Pamela Nebeker 
Mother 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Richard L. Downey 
Orem, Utah 
 
Becca Lee Ogden 
Relief Society Teacher 
Provo Peak 3rd 
Provo, Utah 
 
Ruth White 
Saratoga Springs, Utah 
 
Julie P. Lefgren 
YW camp director 
Centerville, Utah 
 
Laura Barlow Leavitt 
Ward Choir Director, Mother, UX Designer 
Provo Peak 7th 
Provo, Utah 
 
Kendall Wilcox 
Provo Peaks 6th Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Margaret Ann Wilcox 
Visiting Teacher 
Saratoga Springs, Utah 
 
Susan Krueger-Barber 
Provo, Utah 
 
Ms. Anne Gregerson 
Relief Society Presidency Counselor 
Provo First Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Suzanne Gardner Stott 
Community volunteer, mother, grandmother 
Provo First Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Jonathan Bryner 
Provo Peaks 11th 
Provo, Utah 
 
Mr. Malcom Campbell 
Millcreek Ward 
Utah 
 
Jane Bryner 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

Laura Summerhays 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Rebecca de Schweinitz 
Provo Peaks 6 
Provo, Utah 
 
Bryan Hutchison  
Professor 
Provo City YSA 1st Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
L. Matthew Chatterley 
Orem, Utah 
 
William Rogers 
Banbury Ward 
Syracuse, Utah 
 
Skyler Ostler 
Primary teacher 
Taylorsville, Utah 
 
Miss Tess Kelly 
Girls Camp Director 
Provo Peak 7th Ward 
Provo, Utah 
 
Thomas Graham 
Architect 
Logan, Utah 
 
Georganne Ballif Arrington 
Relief Society 1st Counselor 
Cottonwood 12th Ward 
Holladay, Utah 
 
Vicki Rae Blanch 
Logan, Utah 
 
Clair Nielson 
Orem, Utah 
 
Robert Alan Rowley 
Orchard Third Ward 
Northern Salt Lake, Utah 
 
Amy Nielsen 
Bountiful, Utah 
 
James Nielsen 
Bountiful, Utah 
 
Laura Dickeu 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Tanya Maeser 
Active LDS member in my community 
Fox Den Ward 
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Midway, Utah 
 
Megan Christensen 
Spring City, Utah 
 
Jenni Thompson 
Chorister 
20th Ward 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
Jeffrey K. Gallup 
Springville Ward 
Springville, Utah 
 
Laurence Yorgason 
Choir Director, Former Ward Exec. Sec., HP Group 
Ldr., etc. 
Pleasant Valley 5th Ward 
Utah 
 
  
ARIZONA 
 
Joseph A. Owen 
Faithful Member of the LDS Church 
Mesa, Arizona 
 
Alesha Ram 
Educator, Leader 
Arizona 
 
 
COLORADO 
 
William S. DeFord 
Bookcliff Ward 
Del Norte CO Branch 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
 
Sharon Haynie 
Seminary Teacher, Del Norte CO Branch 
Del Norte, Colorado 
 
Diana Mark 
Nature Lover 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Analiesa Leonhardt 
Children’s Sunday School Teacher 
1st Ward 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
 
CALIFORNIA 
 
Blanca Hall 
Relief Society Teacher 
Thermal Ward 
Indio, California 
 

Elsa Isaacs 
LDS member 
Chino Hills, California 
 
Hal Michael Clyde 
Primary Teacher 
Menlo Park Ward 
Menlo Park, California 
 
Jeanine Bean 
Turlock 1st 
Turlock, California 
 
Victoria Aragon 
Antelope Valley, California 
 
 
IDAHO 
 
George M. Van Leuven 
Visitor to the Bears Ears area 
Riverview Ward 
Emmett, Idaho 
 
Martin A. Wilke 
Boise, Idaho 
 
 
KENTUCKY 
Mr. Clark Area 
Covington, Kentucky 
 
  
MAINE 
 
E Victoria Grover 
Primary Music Leader 
Princeton 2nd Ward 
Presque Isle, Maine 
 
 
MARYLAND 
 
Merikay Smith 
Environmentalist 
Germantown, Maryland 
 
Kate Shaffer 
Sunday School Teacher 
Kentlands Ward 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 
 
Joshua Allen Pratt 
Kentlands Ward 
North Potomac, Maryland 
  
Aimee Hickman 
Inner Harbor Ward 
Baltimore, Maryland  
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MICHIGAN 
 
Bruce A. Hamlin 
North Shores Ward 
Macomb Township, Michigan 
 
  
NEW JERSEY 
 
Catherine Crawford 
Historian 
Princeton 2nd Ward 
West Windsor, New Jersey 
 
  
NEW MEXICO 
 
Heather Anderson 
Cherry Hills Ward 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Haley Camp 
Cherry Hills Ward 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Carol Du Paix 
Relief Society counselor 
East Ridge Ward 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Kent Condie 
Emeritus Professor 
Cherry Hills Ward 
New Mexico 
 
Carolyn B. Condie 
Cherry Hills Ward 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
 
NEVADA 
 
Tim Ricks 
Environmental Biologist 
Paseos Ward, Red Rock 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Mrs. Sara Nix 
Nursery Leader 
Las Palmas Ward 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
NEW YORK 
 
Jaime Anne Dubei 
Inwood 1st 
New York, New York 
 
  

NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Mrs. Sue Hansen 
Reedy Creek Ward 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
 
Meridith Reed 
Durham, North Carolina  
 
 
OHIO 
 
Melissa S. Goshe 
Primary Choister 
Kirtland Ward 
Kirtland, Ohio 
 
  
ORGEON 
 
Mr. Jason PoVey, Esq. 
Estacada, Oregon 
 
Susan E. Davis 
Professor 
Oregon 
 
Ron Linn 
Portland, Oregon 
 
 
VIRGINIA 
 
Rachel Gwilliam 
Herndon, Virginia 
 
  
WASHINGTON, DC 
 
Amanda V. Dillehay 
Doctoral Candidate 
Chevy Chase Ward 
Washington, DC 
 
 
MEXICO 
 
Sarah Wright 
Rio Rico, Nogales 


