Blessing of Animals 
{Congregations/Organizations}
{Date}
Officiants:

Welcome: 
Introduction: 

Opening Prayer
THE CALL TO WORSHIP: 
Leader:    

Bless the Lord, all of God’s creatures!
All Clergy:       
And love the Lord with heart, mind, and soul.
Greeting and Prayer: 
 
Leader:  May the joy of the Lord, the compassion of God, and the renewing power of the Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray.

Source and sustainer of life, we celebrate this day the wondrous works of your hands. Water, earth, and sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame. We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us, befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. We thank you for making such diverse creatures who bring us such joy. May we, who are made in your image, care for them well. Bless us and our animal friends this day and always, so that life and energy might surround us and empower us to share all the gifts of life upon this earth.  
All:  Amen. 
Reading: 
THE BOOK OF GENESIS 1:24-31 (NRSV) 
And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Reading: 

PSALM 104:10-25  (NRSV)  

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full

of your creatures. Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great.

Reader:      This is the Word of the Lord.

All:         Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 
Leader:    Let us give thanks to God for all God’s gifts so freely given to us.... 
Leader: For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea; the sweet sounds of birdsongs, the buzz of bumblebees, and the loveliness of flowers and trees;
All:       We thank you, God.

Leader:    For the richness of creatures’ habitats -- vibrant ecosystems that nourish the web of life -- the mountains and plains, the rivers and oceans; 

All:       We thank you, God. 

Leader:    For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life. For all your creatures teach us about the mysteries of your creation;

All:       We thank you, God. 

Leader:    That we may love and honor all your works, O God; That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation;
All:       We pray to you, God. 
THE BLESSING OF CREATURES AND PETS 

North American Bats: Chips, a big brown bat who survived a cat attack but sustained too much tissue damage to fly again, and EB, an evening bat who became separated from her mother and was not able to be placed into a colony of her own species, are both representing North American’s vanishing bats. They are standing in for Mooch, a Big Brown Bat, who had to go to the dentist, and Freda, a Mexican Freetail Bat, who wasn’t feeling up to a public event. Quinn, an endangered Grey Bat, is being blessed in abstentia because of her shy and nervous nature. Quinn was found injured during a research project and with the help of the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, and The Wildlife Center of Virginia shares her quarters at the Save Lucy Campaign with a little brown bat. 
American Alligator: Lil'G was transferred to Reptiles Alive from a reptile rescue group and represents this unique American species. American Alligators are a true conservation success story. Populations of alligators were once nearly hunted to extinction for food and leather goods. They were even used as a food source during the Civil War. It is now illegal to hunt, harass, collect, or even feed wild alligators. Alligator live in the southeastern United States from eastern North Carolina south through Florida and west to eastern Texas.

Park Police Horse: Established in 1934, the Mounted Unit consisted of one horse rented from a local stable. As the value of the mounted unit was proven, it expanded to an operational strength that patrols and provides protection in the Washington Metropolitan Area. Today, we bless a horse from the Park Police mounted unit in recognition of the service and dedication that all police horses provide us.
American Toad: Mr. Bufo, residing with Reptiles Alive, was rescued one rainy night in 2014 and he represents the American Toad, which is native to the northeastern and mid-Atlantic United States and north into Canada. Toads can be found nearly anywhere there is shallow water in which to breed including suburban and urban parks, yards, and gardens. Toads provide pest control by eating a huge amount of insects daily. One American toad can eat up to 1,000 insects every day.
Bee: Bees may be black, brown, or banded with white, yellow, or orange stripes. They are specialized insects called pollinators that gather nectar and pollen from flowers. As pollinators, they play a very important role in ecosystems worldwide. There are more than 4,000 species of "native bees" in the United States.
American Bullfrog: Boom Boom, is an American Bullfrog that was donated to Reptiles Alive from a nature center in 2015.  These big frogs are native to the eastern and central United States, but they have been introduced all over the world. Bullfrogs live in almost any aquatic environment including: ponds, lakes, swamps, and slow moving rivers. from May to July. You can hear the male bullfrogs calling at night with a loud, deep sound making them sound a bit like a cow.
Chinchilla: Chinchillas are crepuscular (most active around dawn and dusk) and slightly larger and more robust than ground squirrels. They are native to the Andes mountains in South America and live in colonies called “herds” at high elevations up to 14,000 ft. By the end of the 19th century, chinchillas had become quite rare due to hunting for their ultra-soft fur. Most chinchillas currently used by the fur industry for clothing and other accessories are farm-raised, Chinchilla fur is considered one of the most valuable furs in the world. Chinchillas are currently listed as a critically endangered species by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species due to a severe population loss approximated at a 90 percent global population loss over the last 15 years. The severe population decline has been caused by chinchilla hunting by humans.

Terrapin: This Northern Diamondback Terrapin was adopted by Reptiles Alive as an unwanted pet. Northern diamondbacks range from Cape Cod, Massachusetts to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. Terrapins are found nearby in the Chesapeake Bay and the brackish bays near Ocean City MD and Chincoteague VA. Habitat loss, being drowned in crab traps, being hit by cars, development, and poaching all pose major threats to the diamond back terrapin. Artificial sea walls restrict their natural movement and roads and mosquito ditches have altered the tidal flow on our salt marshes. 

Duck: Duck include a large number of species and are related to swans and geese. Mostly aquatic birds, ducks can be found in both fresh and salt water. Ducks exploit a variety of food sources such as grasses, aquatic plants, fish, insects, small amphibians, worms, and small mollusks.
Black Rat Snake: The non poisonous black rat snack is one of the largest snakes in Virginia, growing up to 8 feet long. This snake is found in forests, fields, marshes and farmland. They are skillful climbers and will climb high in trees to find prey. This snake resides with Reptiles Alive.  
Chick: The chicken is a domesticated fowl and is one of the most common and widespread domestic animals. There are more chickens in the world than any other species of bird. Chickens are omnivores and in the wild they often scratch the soil in search of seeds, insects and small animals. 
Earthworm:  Earthworms are commonly found living in soil, feeding on live and dead organic matter. Its digestive system runs through the length of its body and it conducts respiration through its skin. Earthworms work as biological pistons forcing air through the tunnels as they move. Thus earthworm activity aerates and mixes the soil, and is conducive to mineralization of nutrients and their uptake by vegetation. Certain species of earthworm come to the surface and graze on the higher concentrations of organic matter present there, mixing it with the mineral soil. Because a high level of organic matter mixing is associated with soil fertility, an abundance of earthworms is generally considered beneficial by the gardner.
Baby goat: The goat is a hardy domesticated ruminant animal that has backward curving horns and (in the male) a beard. It is kept for its milk and meat and is noted for its lively and frisky behavior. Goats are extremely curious and intelligent. They are also very coordinated and widely known for their ability to climb and hold their balance in the most precarious places.
Capitol Hill Police Dog:  A police dog is specifically trained to assist police and other law-enforcement personnel in their work, such as searching for drugs and explosives, searching for lost people, looking for crime scene evidence, and protecting their handlers. Most police agencies in the United States - whether state, county, or local - use K-9s as a means of law enforcement. Often, even the smallest of departments operates a K-9 team of at least one dog, while the officers of more metropolitan cities can be more used to working with dozens. In this blessing we honor all police dogs as they serve and protect our country. 
Bunny/Rabbit: Rabbits are small mammals found in various parts of the world. The male is called a buck and the female is a doe; a young rabbit is a kitten or kit. Rabbit habitats include meadows, woods, forests, grasslands, deserts, and wetlands. Rabbits typically live in groups. More than half the world's rabbit population resides in North America.
Tortoise:  They have four legs and a shell that is joined down the sides. They also have strong, horny mouths, or beaks, and no teeth. There are about 40 types of tortoise. Tortoises generally have one of the longest lifespans of any animal, and some individuals are known to have lived longer than 150 years. Most species of tortoise live on land, but some live in fresh water. They live in many different types of environments from deserts and semi-arid areas to lakes, lagoons and swamps and tropical forests. Tortoises are found in the wild including the Desert Tortoise in California.
Leader:  Let us pray.

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis of Assisi to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to bless these and all creatures, especially those creatures that are endangered or threatened. By the power of your love, enable these creatures to live according to your plan. May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, God, in all your creatures! Amen.”
Member Remarks on importance of species protection.

Blessing of Pets
(Presider calls up those with pets)    
"N.(name of animal) may you be blessed in the Name of God who created you, and may you and N. (owner/caretaker)enjoy life together and find joy with the God of all creation.

Sending  
Leader: Compassion, creativity, and joy are ours from our gracious God. May the Spirit move us to preserve and enhance life on Earth, giving clear witness to the life-giving purpose of our Creator.  Amen. 
 
Closing 
Leader: Go out into God's world. Live in peace with one another and with all God's creatures.  


All: Thanks be to God. 

Organizations Supporting the Blessing Event

Resources used and adapted with permission: 

· Rev. Robert Morrison and Rev. Richard J. Fairchild 1998 – 2006. St. Francis Day - Blessing of Pets Liturgy. Episcopal Parish of St. James in Lincoln City, Oregon

· Blessing of Animals by Kevin E. Mackin, O.F.M
· https://a74b3dad-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.googlegroups.com/site/letallcreationpraise/BlessingoftheAnimalsLiturgy1.pdf
· http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/blessing-of-the-animals-from-sundays-and-seasons. Used by permission.

