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Reducing Food Waste
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What is Sustainable Materials Management?

“An approach to serving 
human needs by 

using/reusing resources 
productively and 

sustainably throughout 
their life cycles, generally 
minimizing the amount of  
materials involved and all 
associated environmental 

impacts.”

Sustainable Materials Management: 
The Road Ahead, EPA (2009)
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EPA’s Facts and Figures Food Waste Estimates

https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-
recycling/food-material-specific-data

Total MSW Landfilled (by material), 2015
(138 million tons) 
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1,000+ FRC Participants & Endorsers
Grocers, educational institutions, restaurants, faith 
organizations, sports and entertainment venues, and 
hospitality businesses

If food is part of your operations, join the Food 
Recovery Challenge!
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-
food/food-recovery-challenge-frc

Food Recovery Challenge
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Ways to Reduce Wasted Food at Home 

•
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• Meal Plan

• Shop your Refrigerator

• Store fruits and vegetables properly

• Freeze, preserve, or can surplus fruits and vegetables 

• Use up produce that’s past its prime in soups, casseroles, stir fries, 
sauces, baked goods, pancakes or smoothies.

• Learn the difference between “sell-by,” “use-by,” “best-by,” and 
expiration dates
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Learn More About Reducing Wasted Food
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